TO:        Economics Students



FROM:  John D. Eastwood


DATE:   October 29, 2003

How will your papers be graded?  Each paper will be scrutinized and graded according

to the following . . .


Grading Standards

Student papers will usually be returned with significant comments, questions, suggestions and reactions.  To arrive at a grade, those reviewing student work will analyze the overall impact, and the sufficiency of each paper.  Most papers are evaluated with reference to five major categories:

1.
Nature of assignment:  How well the student fulfills the basic requirements of the given assignment, and whether the student actually performed according to the instructions given.

2.
Content:  How well the student handles content and presentation, including clarity of thought, uniqueness of presentation, and evidence of style considerations.

3.
Organization:  How well the ideas presented connect with one another, and result in a writing exhibiting unified structure and mature development of the content, thesis, or argument.

4.
Development over drafts:  How well the final product manifests apparent attention to the drafting, editing and revising process.

5.
Grammar:  How close the work is to publishable (free of minor grammatical, usage, punctuation and spelling errors).

In order to be considered for evaluation, student papers must adhere to common standards of neatness and style.  In general, the following guidelines are applied to student papers, to determine the appropriate grade . . .

The A paper exhibits these strengths – it:

1.
Has a controlling sense of purpose (to persuade, to inform, or to express).

2.
Exhibits a mature level of thought (that is, exhibits the author’s ability to draw inferences and make analogies which show insight into the topic), and demonstrates clear recognition of the complexities of the topic.

3.
Is tailored for the appropriate audience.

4.
Manifests clarity throughout.

5.
Demonstrates unified organization with an apt introduction, graceful transitions, and a vigorous conclusion; sentences and paragraphs are meaningfully sequenced.

6.
Has a clear thesis or objective, developed thoroughly with abundant, fresh support (such as concrete details, examples, evidentiary material, mature analysis, sound reasoning), without padding.

7.
Uses variety in sentence structure, precise word choice, emphasis, and figures of speech (as appropriate for the audience and the objective).

8.
Is free from any serious errors in Standard English and from common weaknesses in writing (including, but not limited to: ineffective use of passive voice, inexact word choice, inappropriate shifts in tense and person, wordiness, ambiguity, redundancy).

9.
Makes excellent use of charts, graphs, exhibits and other dynamic aids, if appropriate to the assignment.

10.
Employs and documents sources adequately, with precision.

NOTE:  The A paper is distinguished from the B paper by a more assured prose style, more creativity in form or content, more subtlety in rhetorical strategy, and exhibition of a more mature style and capability overall.  When a professor reads an A paper, he thinks, “Wow!  This is excellent!”

The B paper exhibits most of these strengths – it:
1.
Has a controlling sense of purpose (to persuade, to inform, or to express).

2.
Exhibits a mature level of thought.

3.
Is tailored for the appropriate audience.

4.
Achieves clarity throughout.

5.
Displays unified organization with an apt introduction, clear transitions, and a good conclusion.

6.
Presents a clear thesis or objective, reasonably developed with effective support (concrete details, examples, evidentiary material, and thoughtful, mature reasoning).

7.
Uses variety in sentence structure and accurate word choice.

8.
Contains few errors in Standard English and few stylistic weaknesses.

9.
Makes very good use of charts, graphs, exhibits and other dynamic aids, if appropriate to the assignment.

10.
Adequately employs and documents sources.

NOTE:  When a professor reads a B paper, he thinks, “This is a very good paper!”

The C  paper exhibits many of these characteristics – it:
1.
Displays a sense of purpose, which may not be consistently met.

2.
Is logical, but rarely thought provoking.

3.
Displays a sense of audience (the appropriate audience for the particular assignment), and usually addresses that audience.

4.
Is clear throughout.

5.
Is organized well enough to be easily readable, with a beginning, middle, and end.

6.
Includes a clear thesis or objective, reasonably developed with some concrete details, examples, and evidentiary support.

7.
Manifests adequate but undistinguished word choice and sentence structure.

8.
Contains almost no serious errors in sentence structure, grammar, punctuation and spelling.

9.
Makes some use of charts, graphs, exhibits and other dynamic aids, if appropriate to the assignment.

10.
Includes sources, not adequately referenced, or used in a manner that is less than persuasive.

NOTE:  When a professor reads a C paper, he may think, “With a little more effort, this could have been a pretty good paper.  As it stands, it is only marginal.”

The D paper exhibits some (but not all) of the following 

weaknesses – it:
1.
Fails to rise above the obvious in content, substitutes repetition for development, relies too heavily on a secondary source, demonstrates lack of understanding of the subject matter, or displays little or no originality of thought or presentation.

2.
Lacks a sense of appropriate audience.

3.
Exhibits lapses in clarity.

4.
Displays lapses in organization; shows weakness in the introduction, transitions, or conclusion.

5.
Has no controlling idea, thesis or apparent objective.

6.
Lacks variety in sentence structure, or accuracy of word choice.

7.
Includes some errors in Standard English, for example:


(  poor sentence construction; ambiguous sentences


(  run-on (or fused) sentences


(  unjustifiable sentence fragments


(  agreement errors (subject/verb; pronoun/antecedent)

· inappropriate shifts in tense, voice, mood, person

· confusion of its/it’s, there/their, to/too/two, know/no, your/you’re, precedents/precedence, led/lead, and other errors involving homonyms or similar words

(  punctuation errors


(  excessive misspellings

NOTE:  When a professor reads a D paper, he thinks, “This paper is poor, deficient in several respects.”

The F paper exhibits some of the following weaknesses – it:
1.
Lacks content.

2.
Lacks any sense of audience.

3.
Consistently lacks clarity.

4.
Lacks unified organization; lacks adequate introduction, transitions or conclusion.

5.
Lacks both a single subject and controlling idea.

6.
Contains frequent errors in Standard English (see list for D paper, item 7).

7.
Includes errors that cause confusion or incoherence.

NOTE:  Failure to clearly respond to the assignment will result in a grade of F.

