How to do some primitive formatting in java

The following program shows how to do some crude formatting in java.  If the numbers are not too big or too small this doesn’t work to bad.

	package formatnumber;

import java.text.* ;

import java.util.* ;

public class FormatNumber

{

  public static void main(String args[])

  {

     NumberFormat thing = NumberFormat.getInstance() ;

     double it = 1.0/3.0 ;

     System.out.println() ;

     System.out.println(it) ;  //the number with no formatiing

     thing.setMaximumFractionDigits(2) ;  //set number of places to right

                                          //of decimal place to 2

     System.out.println() ;

     System.out.println(thing.format(it)) ;

     thing.setMaximumFractionDigits(4) ;   //set number of places to right of

                                           //decimal places to 4

     System.out.println() ;

     System.out.println(thing.format(it)) ;

  }//end main

}//end class FormatNumber


This produces the following output.

	0.3333333333333333

0.33

0.3333


Now try it with a large number.  Let it = 1.0e20/3.0

	3.333333333333333E19

33,333,333,333,333,330,000

33,333,333,333,333,330,000


